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Philosophical Theories 
Philosophical Theory of "Deontology”
It is the moral duty of the government to ensure that all the citizens in their jurisdiction receive the best level of medical care. This has even been spelled out clearly in the United Nations charter on human rights which include right to health and right to medical care. It is therefore ethical for eminent personnel to receive the best level of medical care the country can offer. At the same time, the medical professionals in the South African hospital where Nelson Mandela was admitted were duty bound by medical ethics and code of the conduct of the professional to ensure they offer the patient the best level of care in their disposal regardless of the patient status in the society. Nelson Mandela had become a symbol of peace and development in South Africa hence they were duty bound to offer him the best level of care at their disposal ("Should exceptional people receive exceptional medical treatment? | Practical Ethics", 2013). Failure to do so would paint a negative picture of South Africa both domestically and internationally. It is therefore premature to compare the life of one person with another regardless of their status in the community, and there are all human beings whose right are protected by the constitution.
Philosophical theory of Utilitarianism
The moral question asked in the article is that of proper use of resources. The writer’s message is that so many resources in the form of money were spent in treating one person who probably didn’t need the treatment in the first place. If these resources were channeled correctly, it would have benefited a huge number of poor South Africans who are unable to access even the most basic of medical care (Gee, 2014). Though it is still morally right to provide the best level of care to eminent personnel, this has to be weighed against the potential benefit of distribution this minimal resources to the many poor or one person whose prognosis is very poor regardless of the medical care provided. Based on the act-Utilitarianism, the former choice is more desirable and ethical. If it happened, it was thus morally wrong for the government to take money from public coffer to cater for medical expenses of an individual who probably was able to meet the cost his medical bill; instead of distributing this resources to those who need it most in the South African society.
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